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PAPISTS, &c. 


| EE TING accidentally, ſome very little 
M time agoe, with a ſhort Tract, entituled, 
A Vindication of the Roman Catholicks, 
being their moſt ſolemn Declaration of their utter ab- 
horrence of the following Tenets vulgarly laid at their 
door; and being informed at the ſame time, that 
the Author of it was the preſent, Titular, Pop is R, 
Biſhop of London, my Curioſity led me to peruſe it. 
I could not but take notice that it was the Second 
Edition, and that it was printed at London in the 
year 1743, when an Invaſion was deſigned againſt 
England by the Pretender; and finding it calculated 
to impoſe on the Ignorant, I reſolved to read it 
carefully, and to conſider it impartially. 

When I came to read it, I ſoon found that the 
preſent Titular Popiſh Biſhop was not the Author of 
it, as had been repreſented to me, but that He, or 
whoever it was, was the Editor only of a Part of 
an old Pamphlet firſt publiſhed full threeſcore years 
agoe, The whole was artfully calculated to intro- 
duce Popery here, at the beginning of the late King 
Fames's Reign, and * make it appear, = me 
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harſh and antichriſtian thing it is in its own nature, 
but as mild, and gentle, and fair as Truth itſelt. 
But the Part which is now re-publiſhed, (and with 
the ſame deſign) was not then diſtinctly conſidered : 
and as it now appears with ſmall Additions as a 
New Piece, I ſhall treat it as ſuch. 
1. The True Author ſaid, and the preſent Editor 
has reprinted it, That the Roman Catholics do 
e oblige themſelves, that if the enſuing Curſes be 
« added to thoſe appointed to be read on the firſt 
„ Day of Lent, (the new Editor here adds, in the 
Liturgy of the Church 4 England as by Law eſta- 
Miſbed,) „They will ſeriouſly and heartily anſwer, 
« Amen, to them all.” We ſhall ſee what this Offer 
amounts to, when we come to conſider each Cur/e 
in the Order and Manner in which they are drawn 
up. But it is neceffary firſt to examine the Editot's 
Preface to the Reader, wherein he gives an account 
« why ſuch à Vindication ſhould be publiſhed at This 
Nuk.“ A Time! when the Pretender was juſt 
ready to invade Ergland ! A Time! when a Popiſh 
Prince, was attempting to drive out a Proteſtaiic 
One! A Time] when Popery Was thought likely 
to get into Power! A Time! when Papiſts began 
to think themſelves fecure of gaining their Ends 
«© Unanimity, ſays he, in all Briti/þ Subjects Was 
never fo much defired, or neceſſary as at 7his 
« Funfture. Unanimity can never be expected 
< unleſs all Subjects are equally protected. This 
Protection is due to all and every one, læt their 
* Profeſſion be what it will, unleſs their Tenets 
« are againſt the Laws of civil Society. It is 
<« evident by this Specimen, that the Roman Ca- 
« tholic Tenets are not againſt civil Society. There- 
& fore it is hoped that every conſidering Mah, ard 
a Well-wiſher to his Country, and a cloſe Union 
« of all its Members, will employ his Beſt En- 
«© deavonrs to have the Roman Catbolics enjoy the 
| | „Pro- 
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protection of gond Shirts, which is the Founda- 
4 tion of Allegtance.“ „ei 

1. It is true, that “ Protection is due to all 
& and every one,“ let their Religious Tenets be 
what they will, unſeſs they are iconſiſtent with 
the [iter of Civil Society: And therefore I ap- 
rehend the Laws of this Land are not againft 
the Believers of Tyanfubſtantiation, as Tuch 3 not 
againſt the Believers of Zmuge-HY/o7/otp, as fach ; not 
againſt the Believers of ſuch- ke Notfons, as fuch ; 
which if a Man can bring himfeIf to Believe, and 
Will let others be àt Liberty not to beffeve, let Mm 
in God's Name enjoy his Notions: But when I ſay 
this, I cannot but obſerve, that the Papiſts never 
have at ay Time, in auy Country, white the 
could prevent it, given, or profeſſed to give, 
Toberation to fach as diſſemed from their Notions: 
They never have permitted ary Men, any whete, 


to profefs Opinions contrary to the Sentiments 


which they profeſs : They have always dechred 
ſuch to be Heretics; and they have never failed to 
perſerute ſuch, when they have had it in their 

ower. Their profeſſed Tenets are, that fith 
Men are every Where to be expelled ks (4) Jebel 


bed 


(a) The Words of Pope Ma#tin at his Approbation of the 
Cooneil of Con/tance ſhall be here ſet down, becauſe they tell 
us the Profeſſion ot Papi. Omnes Chriftianz et Catholicæ fidei 
Profeſſoces, Imperatorem, Reges, Duces, Principes, Marchiones, 
Cotnites, Barons, Milites, Poteſtates, Reftores, Cônſules, Pro- 
conſules, Scabinos, Communitates, et Univerſi tales regnorum 
provincitrum, civitatum, oppidorum, caſtrorum, villarum, ter- 
rarum, aliortimq; locorum hujuimodi, nec non cæteros juriſdicti- 
onem temporalem exercentes, juxta juris formam et exigentiam 
Auctoritate Apoſtolica moneatis et requiratis, ut de regnis, pro- 
vinciis, civitatibus, oppidis, caſtris, villis, terris, et omnibus 
Aliis locis, ac dominiis ſupradictis, omnts et fingulos hæreticot 
hujuimodi ſecundam tenarem Cateranenſis Concilii, quod in- 
cipit; Sieut ait, ad inſtar etiam irretitorum erimine Uſurat um — 
tanruu m oves 'morbidu; g regem Domini inficientes, expellant, donec 
' nobis ſeu vobis, vel aliis Judicibus Eccleltallicis vel inquiſi ori- 
4 i | bas, 
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Sheep which infelt the whole Flock of Chriſt, and 
therefore are not. to have the Comforts of Humanity 
with the Faithful of Chriſt, They have therefore 
no Right to a Toleration, where They are under- 
moſt, who never at any Time, or in any Place, 
where they could prevent it, have granted, or pro- 
feſſed to grant, a Toleration to others, who have 
differed from them. For which Reaſon they 
ſhould not, of all People, complain, if they do 
not enjoy, what they never yet did grant, nor 
attempted to grant to Others, if they could poſ- 
ſibly avoid it. They have no Right to complain 
of Hardſbip, Injuſtice, Perſecution, or whatever 
Name They will. give it, if they do not obtain 
from our Legiſlature what other Diſſenters from 
the Church of England enjoy, a Toleration and 
Freedom from Penal Laws. For thoſe who never 
ant, nor profeſs to grant, ſuch Privileges, have no 
Right to complain it they are deprived of them. 

2. If the Roman Catholic Tenets be not againſt 
the Laws of Civil Society here in Great Britain, 
why do nat the Papiſts give the common Teſts ot 
Allegiance, that all other good Subjects do? Tender 
them to any Sectary of any Denomination, Inde- 
Pendents, Preſbyterians, Baptiſts, —any but Papiſts, 

and profeſſed Jacobites, and they readily take them, 
and in conſequence enjoy the Liberty they have a 
Right to. Whereas if a Papiſt be called upon to 
take the Oaths, They all inſtantly refuſe. Sum- 
mon them to appear; give them Notice of Time 


bus, fidem et communionem Romanz Ecclefiz tenentibus, aliud 
recipiant in mandatis; nec eoſdem in ſuis diſtrictibus predicare, 
domicilia tenere, larem fovere, contractus inire, negotiationes et 
mercantias quaſlibet exercere, aut humanitatis Solatia cum Chrifti 
fadelibus habere- 
Approbatio Concil. conſtan. Seſſ. 45- per Martinum Papam. 
By This Order, Heretics are not to have Houſeroom of any Sort, 
nor to engage in Contradi, nor to exerciſe any Trades, nor to 
hate any common As of Humanity with the Faithful. of . 
"=" 
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and Place, in Times of common Danger to the 
Publick; call upon them to give Security for 
their good Behaviour; — not one, where there are 
four or five hundred, will appear. Now ſurely 
the Protection of a Government is not due to any 
but ſuch, as reciprocally are ready to give the ordi- 


- nary Teſts of their Allegiance to the Government. 


3. It is well known to all Proteſtants, that Pope 
Paul the Vth has abſolutely forbid all Papiſts, or 
if the other Term be more agreeable, all Roman 
Catholics, to take the Oath of Allegiance. He in- 


fiſts that they cannot take it, ſalva fide catbolica, 


et Salute animarum veſtrarum, conſiſtent with the 
Catholic Faith, and the Salvation of their Souls. 
Should I add the Authority of a Cardinal, I mean 
Bellarmine, to the Authority of the Pope, it may 
be thought that I add a Notion only of a par- 
ticular Divine. Why now ſhould any one employ 
his Endeavours to have the Roman Catholics enjoy 
the Protection of good Subjects, when they will not, 
they cannot, they dare not, give the ordinary Teſt 
of Allegiance to the Government? 4 

4. The Oath of Allegiance is only an Acknow- 
ledgment of the King to be rightful and lawful 
King of this Kingdom, and that the Pope has 10 
Power or Authority to depoſe him ; and that the 
Perſon who takes ſuch Oath will continue to bear 
Faith and rue Allegiance to him, notwithſtanding 
any Declaration of Excommunication made or grant- 
ed by the Pope; That He abbors the Doctrine of de- 
poſing Princes becauſe deprived or excommunicated 
by the Pope. Now if the Pope expreſsly forbids 
all Papiſts to take this Oath ; and declares his Brief 
to be drawn by his ſpecial Direfion; and orders 
that they (a) ** ſhould not go to the Churches of 


(a) Vide Pope Paul V's Brig, apud Collier Church Hiſtory, 
Vol. IId. Records, p. 105. | 


«« Heretics 
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« Heretics, gor hear their Sermons, nor commu- 
* nicate in their Rites, leſt they ſhould incur the 
„Anger of 9994 and that rhey cannot, without 
* uy _— evident and grievous Injury of the 
« Honour, of God, take the Oath” of Ae 
ance; —and accordingly all do refuſe to take it; — 
what Right have Roman Catholics to Protection un- 
der this Government? 
That I do not ſtrain any thing upon this Topic, 
I muſt add, That when the Archpresbyter Black- 
well was here i in England in King James the Firſt's 
Time, he was committed ta Priſon, and afterwards 
got his Liberty by taking the Oath of Allægiance. 
Upon this he expreſſed his Wiſhes and Deſires that 
the Lay Calbalics would take it when it was tendered 
to — « and by that means ſhake off the falſe 
« and grievous Imputations of Tregſons and Tred- 
© cheries.” What was t Conlequence ? > He was 
removed from his Office for taking it; a Brief was 
ſent over hither to remove Blackwell from his Poſt, | 
and one Bircbetit was put in his Place. The 
00 Brief was to au © Bos that if any Eng- 
« liſh Pri had either taken the Oath, or aſſerted 
<« that it might be lawfully taken—, ſuch a Com- 
* plier had incurred a Forfeiture of all Rights and 
« Privileges granted him by the Church or the 
_** Apoſtolic See.” Now the Papiſis have gone on 
ever ſince in this Refuſal to take the Oath of Al- 
legiance ;' and for that Reaſon they ought to be 
treated as Anemies to the Government; — ſuch 
: avowed Enemies as can have no Right to Protection, 
not only becauſe they do not, but becauſe when 
calb'd upon they refiſe to give the common Teſts 
of } which all other Subjects readily do 
ive. 
. 5. Protection and Allegiance, in all States, in all 
Governments, are reciprocal. The Reaſon of 
Mens — into Society is Fi united Seng 
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to fecure themſelves, ſince otherwiſe They would 
be too weak to reſiſt the Attacks of thoſe that 
might invade them. Every particular private 
Man therefore is protected by the Strength of the 
whole; and every one that claims the Advantage 
of this Security is under Obligation to join with 
the Society againſt its Enemies. Hence it is that 
all Governors have a Right to demand Teſts of 


Allegiance from the People; and all thoſe who 


refuſe to give them, when called upon, in effect 
declare themſelves Enemies of that Society. When 


therefore Papiſts refuſe the Teſts of Alegiance, they 


have a Right to be refuſed Protefion. Nor have 
they any Reaſon to complain of Injuſtice, Hard- 
ſhip, Oppreſſion, or by whatever Name They may 
call the Execution of the Laws of this Land; ſince 
an Enemy of any Society is by the Law of Self- 
Preſervation to be guarded againſt, and Enemies are 
not to be protected or treated as Friends. But 
6. Imagine that the Legiſlative Power in any 
Society has fixed the Perſon who ſhall govern them 
on the Throne: Imagine too, that there is another 


Perſon who pretends a Claim, (be it founded: on 


what Title you pleaſe,) to the Throne, in oppoſition 
to the Legiſlature, Now, if the Community con- 
ſents to, and approves of, and readily gives the 
Teſt of their Obedience and Submiſſion to the 
Perſon fixed by the Legiſlature ; and any Se&, or 
the Men of any Profeſſion, refuſe to take the uſual 
Oath, which all others take, and at the fame 
time are known to be Abetters of the Claim of him, 
that Pretends to the Throne,— Is it not common 


Senſe, common Prudence, common 'Self-deftence to 


keep them out of all Power; to have a watchful 
Eye over them, and even to difarm them? Is it 
not Juſtice to the Community, to guard againſt 
the encreaſe of their Strength; to ſee whether they 


tamper with the people corrupt them; to en- 


quire 
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ire who they are that endeavour to make Con- 
yerts to ſuch an Oppoſition z and to inflict Puniſh- . 


ments on ſuch as misbehave themſelves in ſuch 'Y 
manner ? Now if every Convert to Popery 1s made 'v 
an Enemy by Principle to our Government, in 4 
conſequence the Government is ſo much weakened, RX 


as it !ooſes the hands of ſuch as are converted. 

When therefore. our Editor tells us, Unani- 

<<. mity can never be expected, unleſs all Subjects 

& are equally protected,“ —He ſhould have ſaid.— 

25 & unleſs all Subjects are equally protected“ 

But, unleſs A Friends and Enemies, are equally 

Yrotefted, and then he had ſpoke what he wanted to 

þ done. But Are ſuch as rœuſe the common Teſts 

Xp of Friendſhip to be equally protected with thoſe who 
IP are Friends? Are Friends and Not Friends to be. 

treated in the ſame equal manner ? The Word, 

Subjects, indeed is a Good Term, that compre- 

| hends Al who live under any Government, be 

| vey what they will, Friends, or not Friends 

| and if they behave themſelves as Subjects ſhould, 

| they all certainly have a right to Protection. But 

i fi ſuppoſe ſome Subjects break the Laws; ſuppoſe 

di | me Subjects to be by Principle Enemies to the 

| Government, have they all ftill a Right to Pro- 

tettion * If they refuſe to give the Teſts of Allegi- 

ance, are they till to be treated equally as if they 

| were good Subjects? But 

46 This Protection, he ſays, is due to all and 

|| | © every one, let their Profeſſion be what it will, 

| | 1 ky their Tenets are againſt the Laws of Civil 

p 4 iety.“ , 2-1 5 

5 Suppoſe now the Caſe to be that their Profeſſion 

- 1 is againſt, not the Laws of Civil Society” in 

' © general, (which 1 do not here meddle with) but 
. r the Laws and Conſtitution of this partiau- 

ar Kingdom, —If they are Enemies by Profyjjon-19 

This Government, is Protection then due to dam 

- from 
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from it? Or is it not ſufficient to ſhew them to be 
Enemies to our State (not on Religious, but on 
Civil Conſiderations, taken from their known, open, 
Practices) in order to prove them not entitled to 


an equa} Protection with Others. 
Protection is certainly due to all and every 


* one,” let their Profeſſion in Matters of Religion 
i. e. their Religious Opinions and Manners of 
Worſhip, be what they will, ſo that they do not 
affect the Peace of the Society in which they live. 
Let therefore a Man believe Tranſubſtantiation if 
he can; if he openly profeſſes it, He ought not on 
this account to be denied Protection. But if the 
ſame Man that profeſſes his Belief of Tranſulſtan- 
tation, refuſes Allegiance to the Government, His 
Proſeſſion of the Religious Notion does not ex- 
clude him from the Privileges of a good Subject, 
but his Profeſſion and Practice in Civil Life do. 
And this is the Reaſon, that the Papiſts are the 
only Sectaries in Chriſtendom that have no Right 
to a Toleration in Great Britain; becauſe all Others 
give the common Security for their good and peace- 
able Behaviour to the Government, and therefore 
ought to enjoy all the Protection which Civil So- 
ciety can give to all good Subjects. But Papiſts 
have no ſuch Right, becauſe they act not as good 
3 es, nor give any Evidence of their being 

CN. | | if 
All wiſe States, when they have known Enemies, 


living within their Country, or even ſuch as they 
fuſpett will prove Enemies to them in Times of 


Diſtreſs, will, and ought in Juſtice to the Public, 
to ſecure the Community againſt the Attempts, or 
Efforts of ſuch Perſons. The Republic of Venice, 
when it was excommunicated by Pope Paul V, 
took effectual Care to baniſh all ſuch as ſne knew 
to be Creatures of the Pope, particularly the Monks, 


and eſpecially the Jeſuits, out of their Territories. | 
r B 2 


For 
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For the ſame Reaſon, and by the ſame Principle 
of Security to ourſelves, or common Self- defence, 
We here ſeize all Popiſh Prieſts of our own Nation, 
as known Enemies to the Public; as Perſons who 
refuſe Allegiance ; as Corruptors of our People; as 
\ Promoters of Freaſon; as Encouragers of Rebel- 
lion againſt King G's 0x G3) and as Aiders and 
Abetters of a Popiſh Pretender... It cannot but be 
right to guard againſt, their ſeditious Intrigues, and 
to ſee that the Common Weal!ſufiers no Detri- 
ment from them. 

What then does it Gn to produce, as this 
Editor has done, one and tuenty Inſtances of 
Opinions, which are not againſt Civil Society? 
Or what a ſtrange Deſire is it That there - 
„ fore every Well-wiſher to his Country will 
e employ his beſt Endeavours to have the Roman 
* \Catbolics enjoy the Protettion of good Subjects? ?? 
Had this Author produced One and Twenty Pro- 

poſitions of Euclid, which every Roman Cat bolic 
maintains, they would equally at leaſt have en- 
titled them to 15 Protection of good Subjects, 
with theſe that He has produced. That which 
makes a Man a goed Subjeft is his readineſs and- 
willingneſs to affilt the Government; his peaceable 
Submiſſion to the Laws of the Society; His aſſiſt- 
ance of the Magiſtrate” in the. Execution of his 
Office; and, what is the very loweſt Part of. a 
good Subjects Character, His Aſſurance of Hidelity 
and good Behaviour, when called upon to give it. 
Now all the Tenets here produced have no Rela- 
tion to this Point, even were they all as true as 


the Propoſitions of Euclid; and — they: 


will not induce any one conſidering Man to em- 
ploy any Endeavours to have the Roman Catholics 
enjoy the Protection of good Subjects. 
There muſt. be ſomething very apparent in -ll 
Twp that a Government which readily, has 
granted 
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(13) 
granted a Toleration to all other Difſenters'from' the 
Church of England, Þ has continued Penal Laws 
againſt the Roman Catholics, It cannot be that 
their mere Religious Tenets are deem'd falſe; For 
if that were the Reafon, Other Sects would like- 
wiſe have been excluded the Benefit: of Liberty 
of Conſcience, It is net that their Rites are ſ#- 
perſtitious, inſignificant, uſeleſs's For theſe concern 
no body bur themſelves; and every one may be 
permitted to enjoy their own innocent Fancies: 


It cannot be that their Ceremonies are either antient 


or modern, or that their Notions were but five 
hundred, or fifteen hundred Vears Old. The Les 
giſlature never concerns it ſelf with ſuch Affairs 
nor deems a Subject good or bad, merely on ſuch 
Accounts. There muſt therefore be ſomething 
peculiar to the Papiſts which has excluded then 
from the Benefit of that Indulgence which is grant- 
ed to all other Chriſtians, What that is ſeems 


plain, 


ff. The Ronen Catbolicks ae 47 acknowledge 
and profeſs a Supremacy in a Foreign Perſon, aud 
an abſolute Submiſſion to him: They own. the 
Dependance fo much upon his Power, as not 
to think it lawful to ſubmit to our Laws, but ſa 
far only as that foreign Power permits. They 
own Obedience to a Perſon as their Head, whoi 
can and does oblige their Conſciences; whe 
takes upon him to depoſe, to excommunicate 
Princes, and who in fact was wont to exerciſe this 
Power. He is their Governor who has forbid: 
them to take, and has pronounced it unlawfull to 
take, the Oath of Allegiance to our King: And 
they have not ever ſince this Prohibition taken it. At 
this very time, when we are and have been threat- 
ned with Invaſions from abroad, and have been 
diſturbed with Rebellion at home, none of the Pa- 
piſts have taken the Oaths : none of them — 
Not 4 
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take them, without Petmifgion: They cannot 
thereſore he looked upon as a Sect which ought to 
be indulged, but as a profeſt ſubject of a Foreign 
Pother, and an Enemy to our State, under which 
they live, and have enjoyed great Quiet; and their 
corrupting our liege people has been too Wan 
connived at. 
2. Though there may de /ome of Them who are 
viling to enjoy the Mildneſs of the preſent Go- 
vernment, and would be even contented to take 
che Oath of AMlegiance to K. Groacr, yet they 
are ſo cireumſtanced that it may be a queſtion, 
whether even Then, they auęgbi to have an Indul. 
gence. For the Pope being deemed the Vicar of 
Chriſt, and fuppoſed to be the Head of their 
Church, He eannot but be ſubmitted to, and His 
Decrees muſt be obligatory. If therefore the Pa- 
pal Decrees and the Royal Decrees ſhould at any 
time claſh: or interfere, the Vicar of Chriſt would 
in all human Probability have the Pre- eminence, 
and the Oath of Allegiance wald have the Rrength 
dnly of burnt Flax, But, u 
2 3. The Papiſts by the Laden of their Religion 
confirmed: by long un varied Practice, have always 
been obliged, (where they can) to per ſecute He- 
retics : And all — are to Them Herotics. 
I is therefore Self defence to keep ſuch men who 
and perſecnioru n Principle from all Power of Per- 
fecuting Ourſelves: And it would be Folly: to uſe 
Endeavours to let them enjoy what they never did 
to others, and what they never will grant; 
nor have they by any one Act ever countenanced 
4 of Liberty, — they have been able to 
roy it. r Fretenſions to be 
treated as god Snbjec75. 
But it is time to examine the Tenets which they 
difdlaim, and thence to judge of their Pretenfion 


: wProwiiient This is a Subje& of quite a different 
nature 
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nature from what I have been conſidering and com- 
cerns them more in their Religious than in their Copy 
Capacities: And if it appears, that they miſre- 
preſent their own Opinions, one cannot but con- 
clude it done to enſnare the Ignorant, and to im- 
poſe on ſuch as are not willing or able to hear 
the other fide. * | 4 361% vo 
« Curſed is He that commits Idolatry.; that 
“to [mages or Relicks, or worſhips them For Gobs. 
& Reſp. Amen. Na 2214: 00l8 
Notwithſtanding the Readineſs of the Romas 
Catholics to oblige themſelves to anſwer Amen to 
this , curſe, yet it may be worth enquiring how 
far they are guilty of this Crime. Jdolatry con- 
ſiſts in the acknowledgment of Autbority and Do- 
minion, in ſome inviſible. Being or Beings, over 
us, Which they have not. Now if ſuch Author 
rity and Dominion over us be acknowledged in 
Saints or Angels, and They are treated as if they 
had it, by the Roman Catholics, then are they guilty 
of Idolatry. And if they curſe them who commit Ida- 
latry, and yet pray to Saints. or Angels for what 
they want, and aſk them to grant it, it muſt fall 
on their own heads. For their Practices in this 
reſpect, I appeal to the Roman Breviary, publiſh 
ed by the Authority of Pape Pius Vth. afterwards 
corrected by Pope Clement VIIIch, and at laſt revi- 
ſed by the Authority of Urban VIII. How many 
Prayers, or Hymns are there in which Petitions are 
expreſſed to Saints? To the Apoſiles,.; Command us 
to be looſed from Guilt ; Heal our ſick minds; En- 
ereaſe us with Virtues. To the Virgin Mary — 
Thou Mother of Grace, Protect us from the Enemy, 
and receive us in the Hour of Death, Again : Looſe 
the Bonds to the Guilty, Give light to them in dark- 
neſi, Drive away all Evil from us, &c. Hundreds 
ol inſtances have been produced by Writers, of Pe- 
titions addreſſed direcily to Saints; and not _ 
y 
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17 erpreſſions of Deſires this they would interceds 
and pray for us. 
It is added Curſed i is he PA prays to . 
or Relicks, or worſhips them for 00d. The Doc- 
trines of Papiſts being all to be known from the 
Breviaries, and Catechiſms publicly approved, or 
by what was eſtabliſhed by the Council of Trent, 
or by ſome: approved Councils antecedent to That, it 
will be ſufficient if I cite and vouch for my Au- 
thorities any of theſe, eſpecially the three firſt, viz. 
the Roman Breviary, the Catechiſmus ad Parochos, 
and the Tridentine Council. Now in relation to the 
Subject, the aforeſaid Catechiſm tells us, 
that tbe Miniſter ſpall teach the people that Images 
of Saints are to be placed in Churches that they may 
be likewiſe worſhipped (a), and that we being put in 
mind by their Example conform ourſelves to their 
Life aud Manners, If a doubt ariſes about the 
meaning of the word, worſbip, when applied to 
Images, I muſt obſerve it to be the ſame word 
which is applied to God himſelf in the very preced- 
ing Sentence, (5) He [the Miniſter] Hall teach 
them tbat Images were made io inſtruft them in the 
Hiſtory f Both Teſtaments, and to refreſh their me- 
mories, For being excited by the Remembrance of 
divine things, they may excite them more ſtrongly to 
WORSHIP God himſelf. 
It muſt be owned that the Papiſts contend that 
* are not to be worſhiped as Gov, and that 
pram gee ae that there is 3 


(a Ut et — et EIS moniti ad eorum rium et 
mores nos ipſos conformemus. Cat. ad Paroch. Part 34. f. 4*, 
Primum Prac. Decal 


ogi. 
6) Docebit Imagines factas ad 3 ; teſtamenti ngen. a 
1 


dam Hiſtoriam, atque ejus memoriam identidem renovandam 
quia rerum divinarum memotia excitat, ad COLENDUM, atque 


amandum ipſum Deum vehementius inflamment, ibid. 


What 


- r 


670 

What chen is this Worſhip ? What is this Ho- 
nour ? For it is certain that Honour and Worſhip 
are to be given to hM. Why, it feems (a) this 
Honor is to be refer'd to the prototype, i. e. to the 
Peron which the Image repreſents. I fee a PifFuve, 
or Image, e. g. of the Virgin. Mary; and this Pic- 
ture ratſes in 17 mind the Idea of worſhip and Ho- 
four due to Her. Bar this is no reaſon why I ſhould 
y Honour of Worſhip to the Preruxz of Her, 
Foes than to any, or every thing elſe that happens to 
_ 4 jen of her in — The — 5 
Papifts is, That they give Honour and Worſhip, 
ng Honour und 75. or ſhip to Images and Rolicti. 

The Anſwer is, That they do not — 


for God. As if this were any 2 of cheir 


unwarrantable Practices. Wt 

II. Curſed is orfhi pper, that he. 
leves the Vitgin Maty 70 A any more yp a =- 
ture; that a ber, t*orfhips ber, or puts his 
Truft in ber as much as in God; that believes ber 
above ber Son, or that ſhe can in any thing commend 
him. R. Amen. 

* are not charged with believing the Virgin 

— to be ** more than & creatur“; nor with 
worſftipping her, or putting truſt in her * as mitt 
as in Goc; But with wor ſhipping her. Whether 
it be more, or let, or as much as God, is nòt the 
2 but whether ſhe ought at all to be toy pip 

The Pa apifs are charged with giving undue 

as and Worſhip to, "and in her ; an 
Honour _ has not the Countenance of one 
fngle paſt N much leſs is there any 
— ran therefore thoſe words. 
„A much as bo God —are added, it is merely to 


(a) Non folum licere in Eccleſia imagines habere, et illis 
Bonorem et cultum adhibere oſtendet Parochus, cum honos qui 


eis exhidetur reſeratur 14 Prototypa, verum etiam maximo fide- 
Hum bono, ibid. 5. 39. 


2 dlind 
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blind the Ignorant, or tocover an unlawful practice, 
ſo that its wickedneſs may not appear. 
However, call her Goddeſs, or not, Do not the 
Papiſts Pray to her ? Do they not directly invoke 
her Aid? Your Breviaries are full of ſuch Ho- 
nours paid to her, In the Little Office of the 
Bleſſed Mary, She is deſired (a) to looſe the Bonds for 
the Guilty, drive atuay Evils from us, demand all 
Good Things, make us chaſte, &c. Again, (b) Pro- 
teft us ſrom the Enemy, Receive us at the Hour of 
Death. What now is a Goddeſs, but a Female. 
Prayed to and. worſhipped, and to whom an in- 
viſible Dominion is attributed ? They that worſhip 
ſuch a Perſon, or that invoke her Aid, are Goddeſs- 
Worſhippers, whether ſhe be, or be not, a Creature, 
The Fault conſiſts in attributing to her Power which 
She has not, or which cannot be proved. If the Vir- 


gin Mary had had any Dominion given her over 


us by God, it would have been lawful and right 


to have prayed to her for her help, and to have 


put a Truſt in Her, agreeable to the will of God. 

t as no ſuch power, no power at all, is-given to 
her; as no one can prove that ſhe ever heard any 
one perſon that ever did pray to her, or that ſhe 
ever helped any one; or that She is able to help any 
one, They that pray to her, make her a Goddeſs; 
They that worſhip her are Goddeſs-Horſhippers ; 
and ſince She has no Dominion over us, They are 


Idolaters. ; Ya 
Our Author adds—Curſed is he that —“ believes 


«© her above her Son, or that ſhe can in any thing 


e command him.” Above her Son, or commanding 


Him, is nothing to the purpoſe. What ſhe can, or 


cannot do, is no where revealed, and Revelation 


(a) Solve vincla reis, Mala (5) Maria Mater Gratiæ, 
noſtra pelle, Bona cuncta poſce. Tu nos ab hoſte protege, . - 

Virgo Singularis, Inter omnes Et hora mortis ſuſcipe. 
mitis, Nos culpis Soluios, Mites 


TI 


— 
Fr, 
Fr 
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is the only ground of Faith and Practice in theſe 
caſes, What Authority is there in n 


invoke her at all? 
III. Curſed is be that believes the Angels or Saints 


in heaven to be his Redeemers ; that prays 10 them 


as ſuch ; or that gives God's Honour 0 them, of 10 


any Creature whatever. R. Amen. 

I do not, I would not, charge the Papiſts with 
believing Argels or Saints to be their Repeemens ; 
nor do I imagine that they pray to them © as 
«"$ycn.” What They are to be charged with is, 

ng to Saints, Praying to Beings, who are 
ſuppoſed able and ready to help them, without any 
grounds from Revelation; without knowing that 
They have Authority over us; without knowing 
that they can hear us; without knowing that they 
are permitted to help us; without W that 
they are able to help us | 

Every Catholic is taught (a) „ that Angels are 10 
be worſhipped, and invoked, becauſe they are al- 
&«- ways in the preſence of God, and moſt willingly take 


upon themſelves the defence of our Safety which is 


* committed to them.” They are taught, (b) that in 
** honouring Saints who ſleep in the Lord, in invoking 
„ them, in reverencing their Sacred Reliques, and 
4 Aſhes, the Glory of God is jo far from being 
„ leſſened, that it is greatly increaſed :”* That (c) 
they are to be worſhiped and invoked, becaute 
* they conſtantly pray to God for the Salvation of 
men:“ That (d), © fo =_y miracles done at 

2 their 


. 5 Invocandi itaq ue ſunt, quod et perpetuo hs intuentur, 


et patrocinium Salut noſtræ {ibi delatum libentiſſime ſuſcipi- 
unt. Catech. ad Paroch. ibid. $. 19. 

) Tantum abeſſe ut Sanctis, qui in domino dormierunt, 
bonore afficiendis, atque invocandis, et ſacris eorum reliquiis, 
cineribuſque venerandis Dei gloria minuatur, ut eo maxime au- 


geatur. ibid. 5. 20. 


(c) Et ob eam cauſam magis colendi, et invocandi ſunt, quod 
© ſalute hominum preces aſſidue faciunt. F. 24 


(d; Cui fidem non faciant, et honoris qui ſanctis debetur, et 
Pa troe ai 
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e their Tombs, Sight reſtored to the Blind, and 
4 Soungdneſs to all parts of the Body; Devils ex- 
4c pelled, the Dead raiſed, theſe are Evidences of 
the Honpur due to Saints.“ When This is che 
Doctrine of the Church of Rome, there is no c- 
caſion to charge them with <vorhippiag Saints, or 
Angels, or Relicks for God, or, as Redeemers, or 
with praying to them, as Redeemers, It is engugh 
to take their Doctrines as they are ; and the Argu- 
ment to prove them Idalaters ſtands thus, They 
who attribute to any Beings an inviſible Power or, 
Dominion which they have not, are guilty of Idalas 
try: The Papiſts do this in their Praying to Saints; 
Therefore they are guilty of Idolatry. 

They ſeem very conſcious of the Force of this, 
when they tell us, that they only Pray to Saints to 
pray for us, and uſe their kind Interceſſion on our 
Behalf, For the Falſhood of this fact, I appeal to 


their Breviaries. But take it as they ſay 3; — What 


grounds are there to believe that Saints can hear 
us? What Authority is there from Scripture to pray 
to any one that is abſent? What reaſon can be given, 
from whence one may inter a probability that any 
Saint can hear the petitions offered to him from di- 
ſtant parts of the World? If they hear in one 
place, e. g. at their Sepulchres, How is it proved 
that they can hear a thouſand miles from their 
Sepulchres? Or, why can they hear at their Se- 
pulchres more than elſe where? = 

But our A. goes on. Curſed is He—that gives 
% God's Honour to them, er to any Creature what- 
ever.“ Now, if they are invoked, (and all the 


Books of hg, with them plead for Praying 


to them) ſo far God's Honour, i. e. the Honour due 


to God alone, is given to them. -For God alone 
hath Power and Dominion; and He alone, is 


patrocinij quod noſtri ſuſeipiunt, mirabiles cfieQ# res ad eorum 


Sepulchra ? &e. ibid. 5. 30. 


preſent 
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every where; and therefore He alone can 
(00k at all times and in all places. When we 
ſpeak of the giving God's Honour to a Creature, no 
one can imagine that we mean the attributing the 
Glory and Honour of being Self- Exiſtent, underived, 
eternal, immutable, to any Creature; but that the 
Papiſts pay to Saints, to created Beings, the Honour 
of invoking and praying to them: an Honour, which 
no inviſible Being ought to have, unleſs we were au- 
thorized to beſtow it upon him, and which {no Re- 
velation authorizes us to give to any bat God, 
IV. Curſed is be that worſhips any Breaden God 3 

or makes Gods of the empty Elemeuts of Bread aud 
Wine. R. ' Amen. = 
In this, as in all the preceding Points, there is 

a moft ſhameful] Equivocation, May we word the 
Curſe thus— Curſed is He that worſhips Thar, 
which before it was conſecrated was Bread and 
Wine, and after Conſecration ſeems to all our 
Senſes to retain the Subſtance of Bread and Wine, 
and really is Bread and Wine? If this were the 
Caſe, it would be worſhipping a Breaden God. 
What then is the difference between the Con/ecratee 
Bread, and the ſame Bread unconſecrated? Nau tell 
us of a change made in the Elements by Gomfecre- 
tion, and that what before was Bread is now Chriſt 
himſelf, But till this is proved, (which never can 
be done) we have a right to charge you with 
worſhipping a Breaden God : a God that the Prieſt 
makes by the Charm of a few Words, It is 
a allowed on all hands, that in the Elements, before 
5 Conſecration, there is nothing but Bread and Wine; 
all our Senſes confirm, that what we ſee, and taſte, 
L and ſmell, is Bread and Wine: Add now the 
bl Words of Conſecration, and there ariſes ſomething 
| that is to be worſhipped and adored. The Bread 
* Conſecration, is ſo very like to the ame Bread 
before Conſecration, that never a Prieſt in Europe 
3 can 


Author ſuppoſes that Prizfts can forgive Sins, if 
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can tell the difference betwixt them : And yet you 
ſuppoſe the one to be the Object of Worſhip, the 
other not. V ou muſt therefore prove the Bread to be, 
what you ſay it is, God ; or elſe you muſt be content 
to be charged with worſhipping a Breaden God. 
We tell you, that Conſecration of any thing 
makes no Change in the Subſtance of the Thing 
conſecrated. When a Church is conſecrated, the 
Wood, and Stones, and Mortar, Cc. continue ex- 
actly what they were, Wood, Stone, Mortar, c. 
When a Man 1s conſecrated, He continues ſtill a 
Man, and does not alter his Species, When a 
Place is conſecrated, it is ſet a part for Holy uſes, 
but it is not changed or altered from what it was. 
And therefore Bread continues to be Bread. after 
Conſecration, as much as Bell-mettle does, or any 
other thing. And if Bread conſecrated be Bread 
ſtill, (for Conſecration makes no difference in any 
other inſtance) then it is plain that Papiſts worſhip 
a Breaden God. | 

When it is added— Curſed is he— that makes 

Gods of the empty Elements of Bread and Wine, — 
does Conſecration i the Elements with any thing? 
It is denied that the Elements are changed, or that 
the Bread ceaſes to be Bread, by any thing that the 
Prieſt either ſays or does. And if Adoration and 
Worſhip is taught and practiſed to the Elements 
after Conſecration, (call the Elements full or empty,) 
it is making God of the Elements ; and they that 
do fo, are juſtly chargeable with groſs Superſtition ; 
nay, with Jdolatry. 
- V. Curſed is He that Believes that Prieſts can 
forgive Sins, whether the Siuner repents or no; or 
that there is any Power in Earth or Heaven that can 
forgive Sins, without a hearty Repentance and ſerious 
purpoſe of Amendment. R. Amen. 

In Anſwer to this, I obſerve, 1. That our 


the 
&|. 
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the Sinner does repent. He ſuppoſes likewiſe that 
the Sinner is a Believer in Chriſt, and that the 
Prieſt can forgive ſuch a Sinner, if he repents. 
Now a Prieſt that pretends to forgive the Sins of a 
regen ing Chriſtian, aſſumes to himſelf a Power or 
Privilege which can never be proved to be given 
to him. bo can forgive Sins, but Cad alone, 
againſt whom they are committed ? If therefore 
any Prieſts aſſume to themſelves a Power over 
_ Chriſtians to forgive them their Sins, they tranſgreſs 
the Law of Chriſt under the Cover of his Words, 
which they pervert to Uſes of their own. | 

2. The Council of Trent has determined, that 
the Abſolution of the Prieſt is, (a), ad inſtar Aus 
Judicialis, like a Judicial Ad, or more directly, 
(b) a Judicial Af. It is not (c) a bare miniſterial 
At. of either preaching the Goſpel, or of declaring 
Sins to be forgiven. ; Suppoſe now the Prieſt to pro- 
nounce a Judicial Sentence in the Caſe of a repent- 
ing Sinner ; — He 1atrudes into the Place of God, 
who alone is Judge; He acts a very hazardous 
Part at beſt, becauſe he is an incompetent Judge, 
and cannot be abſolutely ſure that he is not im- 
poſed on; He acts a needleſs Part, becauſe the 
repenting Sinner will certainly be forgiven by God, 

whether the Prieſt forgives him, or not; and laſtly, 
he acts a »/ele/s Part, becauſe the Sinner is to ſtand 
at the laſt Day at the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, then 
and there 7o receive according to That be bath done, 
2 Cor. v. 10. Whatever therefore is the Meaning 
of the Words, I boſeſocver Sins ye remit, they are 
remitted, and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they are 
retained, or of thoſe other, I halſocver ye ſhall 

bind on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven, and 
whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth Hall be looked 


(a) Seſſon 14. c. 6. _ (65) Canon. 9. 
(e] Non eſt ſolum nudum miniſterium, vel annuntiandi Evan- 
gelium, vel declarandi remiſa eſſe poccata. Seſſ. 14. c. . 
In 
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in Heaven, — whatſoever is tlie Meaning of theſe 
Words, 7 ſay, it is eaſy to fee what is net their 
And if the Popiſb Meaning be attend 
ed with many Abferdicies,”. amy other that is even 
condemned by the Council ought to be Preferr d 
0 That which is ſo irrational. 

3. When this A. fays, Curſed is be that believe 
* there is any Power in Earth or Heaven that 
can forgive Sins, without 4 hearty Repemtance— In 
his Zeal for Papiſm, he expreſſes himſelf too 
ſtrongly. That there is not a Power in Zarth 
that cam forgive Sins, without Repentance,“ 
is true: And if He had ſaid,.— to forgive Sins 
even where there in Repentanco, He had ſaid what 
is likewiſe true. But to ſay, that there is not a 
Power in Heaven” that can forgive Sins, with- 
out Repentance and a ſerious purpoſe of Amend- 
ment, is not to conſider the fupream Dominion of 
God. It is one thing to ſay, he cannot; it is ano» 
ther thing to ſay, he will not: And ſurely it is 
more becoming a Chriſtian to ſay what God has 
declared that wt#ll do with us, or will not, than 
to — ſo 19 that he cannot forgive, without 


Re 

| ” Curſes is he that believes that Prieſts can give 
preſent Abſolution 1% any Petſons for Sins tber may 
commit in time to come. R. Amen, 

This Curſe is added, I ſuppoſe, by the Editor ; 
For it is not among the Others in my Edition of 
1683. and He has added a Clauſe at the End of 
his little Book, that it is an «© Article of the Catho- 
& [{ _— to believe = no Power on Earth can 
e licenſe Men to he, forfewear, and perjurt them 
e ſelves, to * their — os defirdy 
s their native Country, on pretence of 


ce the Catholic Cauſe, ; — * But this is 
far from being clear. poſe your Neighbour, 
vr Thoſe of your = try, to be Wis 
| > - 
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What is the Catbolick Faith, or Catholick Practice, 
in this Caſe ? Is it not expreſsly dclared, That (a) 
No Prejudice, or Impediment, can or ought to ariſe 
to the. Catholick Faith, or Eccleſiaſtic Juriſdicti- 
on, by any Afts of Kings, that may hinder the Ec- 
cleſiaſtic Judge 1% proceed and puniſh the Heretic, 
if be refuſes o retrat ? Is it not the Catholic 

aith and Practice to order (b) “ all Princes 
„ and States, Sc. not to permit known Heretics 
« to. preach within their Diſtritts, to have any 
« Lodging, or Houſe, to engage in Contracts, lo uſe 
% any Trades, or to have the Comforts of Huma- 
« ity with the Faithful in Chriſt ? If they ſhould 
« die, are they not denied Chriſlian Burial” ? And 
is not an Heretic, one that believes any thing con- 
trary to the Faitband Practice f the Church of Rome? 
You are not then to deſtroy your native Country, 
nor to Maſſacre your Neighbour ;, but you may do 
him as groſs Acts of Iubumanity as if you did 
murder him. You cannot /icez/e a Man to for- 
« ſwear, or to perjure Himſelf;“ but it is in 
the Power of the Pope to ab/olve Men from 
their Oatbs, and they have frequently done it. 
The Council of Conſtance has given us a re- 
markable Inſtance of Abſolution from Oaths in the 
Caſe of Frederick Duke of Auſtria, where they 
fay, (c) ** Notwithſtanding any Oaths actually taken 
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(a) Nullum fidei Catholicæ, vel juriſdictioni Eccleſiaſlicæ, 
prejudicium generati, vel impedimentum praſtari poſſe, ſeu 
debere declarat, quo minus liceat Judici competenti et ec- 
eleſiaſtico de hujuſmodi perſonarum Erroribus inquirere — cos- 
demque _ ſi ſuos errores revocare pertinaciter recuſa- 
verint, Concil Conſtan Self 19. 

(5) See the Paſſage cited from the Council of Conſtance, p. 5, 6. 

e) Non obſtantibus quibuſcunque Faramentis in eonttarium 
præſtitis, a guibus eos—ab/elvimus, Concil Conſtant.. Seſſ. 20. 
See likewiſe Seſſ. 3 5, of the ſame Conncil But of this Ab- 
ſolving from Oaths by Popes, Forty Inflances may with eaſe be 


produced, if neceſſary, As to the Doctrine, I beiber Faith is 
bo to 


(26) 


* to the contrary, from which we ab/olve them, 


« that They and every one of them ſhall effectu - 
« ally obey, Sc.“ It now this Council did aſſume 
to itſelf a Power to abſolue from Oaths, it is trifling 


to fay, that the Church of Rome cannot licenſe Men 


to perjure or forſwear themſelves, fince the Practice 
is allowed to abjolve Men from their Oaths, and 
the Pope has declared that Faith is not to be kept 
with Hereticks. | | 

VII. Curſed is be that believes there is Authority in 
the Pope, or any others, that can give leave to com- 
mit Sins ; or that can forgive him his Sins for a Sum 
of Mony. R. Amen. | wh 

That the Pope pretends to forgive ſomething fot 
a Sum of Money, is not, I think, diſowned. 


That He intends to give leave to commit Sins, or 


that He forgives Sins for a Sum of Money, is here 
denied. It will be afked, What is the Intent and 
Deſign of Indulgences, plenary Indulgences, Indul- 


= for a thouſand, or Ten Thouſand Years ? 


hat are thoſe Inſtruments of Indulgence, not only 
to a Man's ſelf, but to all his Family, or Rela- 
tions, for three Generations incluſive, and to ſuch 
a certain Number more, e. g. Thirty; (ſuch an 
Indulgence I my ſelf have ſeen, granted but laſt 
Year at Rome for a very moderate Sum of Money.) 
What is the Uſe of thoſe plenary ones et in articuls 
Mortis, except it be to free from the Conſequences 


whe kept with Hereticks.— P. Urban VI. fays, Tenore præſen- 


tium diltriftius inhibemus ne confcederationes, Colligationes, 
Ligas, aut Conventiones hujuſmodi aliquatenus obſervent, ſeu 
ab illis ſervari quomodolibet permittant, We forbid by tbeſ pre- 
fents, that they ſhould oblerve this Sort of Contederacies, Leagues, 
Compacts, Agreements, viz. with Heretics, or permit them to be 
kept. Pope Martin V. ſays to Alexander Duke of Lithuania, Scito 
te dare idem Hwzreticis— non potuiſle ; et peccare te mortaliter 
fi ſervabis. Naoto that you could not pledge your Faith to He- 
retics, and if you keep your Faith with them, you would SN 
MorTaLLY. Bur ſee more in Dr. WaiTBY's Diſcourſe concerning 
Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Civil againſt Heretics, 1 
a 0 
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of Sin, Puni/hment ? Now, if for a Sum of Money 
a Man may be freed from Puniſhment in Purgatory, 
of any where elſe, for a Hundred, or a Thouſand, 
or a Hundred Thouſand Years, or in ſhort, ple- 
aarily, tho* this 1s not in Terms giving leave to 
commit Sins, nor abſolutely forgiving Sins, nor 
giving preſent Abſolution for Sins they may commit 
in time lo come, yet 'tis expreſsly ſaying that there 
15 no fear of Puniſhment, at leaſt for the Term for 
which the Indulgences are granted. And if there 
is no Fear of Puniſhment if I have an Indulgence, 
and I ſhould certainly incur Puniſhment if I have 
it not, will not this amount to Encouragement to 
Sin? Take off Reſtraints, or declare that no 
ill Conſequences ſhall happen from any Action for 
a hundred thouſand Years, and this will amount in 
moſt Mens Way of thinking, to giving leave 10 
commit ſuch Actions. Beſides, He that can keep 
off Puniſhment for ſo long a time, may if he plea- 
ſes, keep it off for ever. 

VIII. Curſed is be that believes that (independent 
of the Merits and Paſſion of Chriſt) he can merit 
Salvation by bis own good Worts; or make condign 
Satisfaction for the Guilt of his Sins, or the Pains 
Eternal due to them. R. Amen. 

If this be ſo,; Then there is no Surplus of 
Good Works in azy of the Saints : in conſequence, 
no ſpiritual Treaſure of the Church, no Works of 
Supererogation : for if there were, a Man might 
merit Salvation by his own good Works, and make 
condign Satigfaction for the Guilt of his Sins, Who- 
ever does more than he is obliged to do, has 
a right to place the Surplus to the Account of 
Merit; and then the —_— is, how far a Man 
may merit Salvation. But if on the other hand, 
we ſay with our Saviour, we are unprofitable Ser- 
vants, - we have done that which was our duty to do, 
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Luke xvii. 10. then it follows that Merit in the 
proper Senſe is excluded. . 

IX. Curſed is be that contemns the Word of God, 
or hides it from the People, on deſign to keep them 
from the Knowledge of their Duty, and to preſerve 
them in Ignorance and Error. Reſp. Amen. 

Here is a moſt ſhameful Account of the Papiſts 
hiding the Scriptures from the People. The 
Queſtion is, Why are the Scriptures kept at all 
from the People? And the Anſwer is, That they 
don't keep them for his or that particular Purpoſe. 
It may be fo: But you may have other Purpoſes, 
other Ends, other Deſigns, all bad in themſelves, at 


the ſame time that you profeſs to hide the Scriptures 


from the People, not on deſign to keep them in 
Inorance. E. g. In the General Rules about Pro- 
hibited Books, made by the Fathers choſen by the 
Council of Trent, and which Rules were approved 
by the Conſtitution of Pore Pius IV. which be- 
gins with, Dominici, March 24, 1564.— In the 3d 


of theſe Rules it is ſaid, (a) Let the Verſions of the 


New Teſtament, made by the Authors of the firſt 
Claſs of this Index, be granted to none, becauſe little 
Advantage; and much Danger is wont to accrue to 
Readers from the Reading of thoſe Verſions. Again, 
Rule IV. () Experience ſhewing us, that if the Sa- 


cred Bible be every where permitted without di- 


(a) Verſiones novi Teſtamenti, ab auctoribus primæ claſſis 
hujus Indicis factæ nemini concedantur, quia Utilitatis parum, 


Periculi vero plurimum lectoribus ex carum lectione manare 


ſolet. Reg iii. 

) Cum Experimento manifeſtum ſit, fi facra Biblia vulgari 
lingua paſſim fine dilcrimine permittantur, ptus inde, ob homi- 
num temeritatem, dctrimenti quam utilicatis oriri, hac in parte 
1ydicio Epiſcopi aut Inquilicoris ſtetur;; ut cum conſilio Parochi, 
vel Confeſſarii, Bibliorum a Catholicis authoribus yerſorum lecti- 
onem in vulgai lingua eis concedere poſſint, quos intellexerint 
ex hujuſmodi lectione non damnum, ſed fidei atque Pietatis 


augmentum capere poll, quam facultatem in Scriptis habeant. 


ui autem abſque tali facultate ea legere vel habere præſumſerit, 
nifi prius Bibliis ordinario reddi tis, peccatorum Abſolutionem 


peicipere non poſſit. ibid. 3 
5 ſtinctiog, 


; , 
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ſtinction, more Hurt than Good, by reaſon of the 
Raſhneſs and Iuconſiderateneſ of Men, would ariſe ; 
therefore in this point all muſt ſtand to the Judg- 
ment of the Biſhop or Inquiſitor ] ii the Advice 
of the Miniſter or Confeſſor, may grant ube reading of 
the Verſion of it (if made by Catholic Authors) 75 
ſuch as they underſtand would receive no Harm, but 
an encreaſe of Faith; which Licenſe they are to have 
in writing. And He that preſumes to read or Have 
them without ſuch a Licence, muſt not receive Abfo- 
lution of his. Sins, unleſs be firſt ſurrenders up bis 
Bible to the Ordinary. Do you not therefore hide 
the Scriptures from the people under the pretence 
of keeping them from blind, ignorant, Preſumption ? 
Do you not do it to keep them from Knowledge 
falſely ſo called ? Do you not, at the ſame time that 
you grant that they were ordained for all men, for the 
Simple as well as the iſe, do you not I ſay keep them 
from them becauſe they would be prejudicial, if they 
were at the guiding of other than Wile Men? Doth 
not the Church of Rome commit it to the Biſhop of 
every Dioceſe, according to the difference of Time, 
Place, and Perſons, how, and in what fort, the 
Reading of the Scriptures is more or leſs to be per- 
mitted ? Do you not pretend that Heretics, Curious, 
Senſual men, may of infinite places take occaſion 
of pernicious Errors? Do you not plead, that in- 
ſtead of God's word we have in all the Proteſtant 
Verſions corrupted both the Letter and the Senſe by 
falſe Tranſlation, adding, detracting, altering; 
tranſpoſing, Iointing ? See the Preface to the Rbe- 
miſh Teſtament. Now if for Theſe, and ſuch like 
reaſons, you do in fa hide the Scriptures from the 
people, is it not a molt ſhamefull chicanery ſolemn- 
ly to curſe thoſe who hide them for other reaſons, 
which you it ſeems diſlike? A Man is charged with 
Robbing on the Highway: To clear himſelf he 
wiſhes he may be hanged, it ever he robbed or 
defign to keep people from travelling ſuch a parti- 
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cular Road, or travelling with money about them. 
It may be true: But yet He Robbs; which is 
what He is charged with. Fe 
X. Curſed is hetbat undervalues the word of Gd; 
er that, forſaking Scripture, chooſes rather to fol- 
low human Traditions than it. R. Amen. 
Admit that the Papiſts do not deſign to “ under- 
« value the word of God” ; admit that they do not 
« foxſake:the Scripture”, admit too that they do not 
« chooſe to follow human Traditions rather than it,” 
et they may put human Traditions upon an | equal 
= with the Scriptures 3 They may join Tradi- 
tions to. Scripture, and make Bath to be equally 
obſerved. The Council of Trent did this (a), when 
it profeſſed to ** receive and reverence all the books 
&* of both the Old and New Teſtament, (ſince God 
« js the one Author of Both,) and alſo. Traditions 
&« which relate to either Faith or Manners, as if they 
e were dictated either by word of mouth, by Chriſt, 
or by the holy Spirit, and preſerved in a con- 
e tinual Succeſſion in the Catholick Church”— it 
received them I ſay with ** equal Affection of Piety, 
« and reverence. Nay it () pronounced an Ana- 
« thema to all who wittingly and willingly contem- 
« ned Traditions.” Now if the Scripture alone, and 
by it ſelf, contains the Rule of Faith, They who join 
Tradition to it to form the Rule of Faith, ander- 
value the word of God, as not ſufficient of itſelf to 
give us the Rule of Faith. And they that equal Tra- 
dition to the Scriptures, undervalue the Scriptures, 


(a) Omnes libros tam veteris quam novi Teſtamenti, cum 
utriuſque unus Deus fit Author, nec non Traditiones ipſas, tum 
ad fidem, tum ad mores. pertinentes, tanquam vel ore tenus 
a Chriſto, vel a Spiritu Sancto dictatas, et continua ſucceſſione 
in Eecleſia Catholica conſervatas, pari pietatis affectu ac reve- 
rentia ſuſcipit et veneratur. Conc. Trident. Seſſ, rv. 

- (8) Siquis autem libros ipſos pro ſacris et Canonicis non ſuſce- 
perit, et Traditiones prædictas ſciens et prudens contempſerit, 


Anathema ſit ibid. 
lp. becauſe 
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becauſe they treat human Traditions juſt with the ſame 
regard as they do the word of God. 

XI. Curſed is be that leaves the Goda 
of God to obferve the Conſtitutions of Men. R. 
Amen, 

Suppoſing one were to charge the Papiſts, not 
with abſolute leaving the commandments of God 
to obſerve the Conſtitutions of men, but with 
obliging men to obſerve the Conſtitutions of men 
equally with the commandments of God, This 
would be what they could not diſcharge themfelves 
from. What, e. g. is their Auticular Confeſſion, 
Abſolution, Penances, but human Conſtitutions, not 
in the word of God? What is made Hereh, by their 
Church, and treated with Anathemas, Excommunt- 
cations, Burnings, Tortures, and all the fevereſt Pe- 
nalties that Human Wit can invent; but ſomething 
not contained in the word of God, thing that w 
a mere Invention of men. But the act is, that in 
many inſtances They have ie the Commandments 
of God to obſerve the Conftitutions of Men, Our 
Saviour in the Inſtitution of the Sacrament com- 
manded that A ſhould drink of the Cup, Mere. 
xxvi. 27. In the Papiſfs Communion, none but 
the Prieſt drinks of the Cup, It was made a mark 
of Apoſtacy from” the Faith by St. Paul, to forbid 
to marry ; and yet all Prieſts are forbid to marry. 
Another mark was the commanding ro abſtain from: 
meats which God hath commanded to be received with | 
thankſgiving of them which believe, 1 Tim. iv. 3. 
Now the Popiſh Faſts, enjoined with fo much 
ſtrictneſs on all, are known to every body. A 
Fourth inſtance is their worſhip of Saints; which is 
a known Conſtitution of Men, in flat contradiction 
to the Apoſtle, rho condemns that Doctrine as a 
Doctrine of Devils, or Demons. In all theſe In- 
ſtances, and many more, the Word of God is %, 
to ob/erve the Conſtitutions of Men, 


XII. Curſed 
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XII. Curſed is he that omits any of the Ten Com- 
mandments, or keeps the people from the Knowledge 
of any one of them, to the End. they may not have 
Occaſion of diſcovering the Truth. R. Amen. 

It is not of any great conſequence, I apprehend, 
How the Ten Commandments are divided, provid- 
ed that Every one of them be inculcated, and 
the People are taught their full meaning : But yer 
the uſual Diſtinction is on many accounts preferable, 
as the reaſon of the Prohibition of Images is diſtinct 
from the having other Gods, and the coveting of 
our Neighbour's Houſe, and coveting his Wife and 
Goods, are founded upon the ſame reaſon. The 
Jews of Old underſtood the diviſion of the Com- 
mandments to be, as all Proteſtants have made it: 
And fo Foſephus has diſtinguiſhed them; Ant. Jud. 
I. 3. c. 4. and ſo has Philo; Both of them ex- 
preſsly calling that the Second Commandment which 
we call fo. hat End the Papiſts have in divid- 
ing the Commandments otherwiſe I know not, 
unleſs it be to keep the People from an Opportuni- 
ty of diſcovering an ill practice in their Church, 
in making, and worſhipping Images, which is 
better concealed by the Confuſion of the Two Com- 
mandments. . RP | | FL 

XIII. Curſed is he that preaches io the people in 
unknown Tongues, ſuch as 'they underſtand not; 
or uſe any other means to keep. them in ignorance. 
R. Amen. | 7 LN 

It ſhould not have been ſaid,.— © that preaches 
* to the people in an unknown tongue” But, that Prays 
in an unknown tongue in the Publick Aſſemblies. 
It is well known that all their Public Servicesare 
in a Tongue which the people do not underſtand : - 

Can this tend to Edification ? Or if the Prieſts call 
upon the People to join in certain acts of Worſhip, 
can the people underſtand what they are called upon 


for? They are preſent at the Litanies, and other 
Publick 
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Publick Acts of Devotion which are all performed : 
in Latin: Can they join in Prayer to God, when they 
know not what is faid ? Is it to be called Prayer, when 
neither the Words, nor the Senſe, is ſuch as that the 
Petitioner can know what he prays for? He may 
indeed be devout, and lift up his heart to God, 
whilſt the Prieſt reads ſomething which is not under- 
ſtood. But the Apoſtle has obſerved, If 7 pray in 
an unknown tongue, my Spirit prayeth, but my un- 
derſtanding is unfruitful. What is it then ? I will pray 
with the Spirit, and I will pray with the underſtand- 

ing alſo — Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, 
bow ſhall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
ſay, Amen, at thy giving of thanks, ſeeing be under- 
ſtandeth not what thou ſayeſt, 1 Cor. xiv. 14, 155 
16, I do not fay, that this is done with deſign to, 
or for this End that they may, keep the people in ig-" 
norance : But it is an abſurd, a ſenſeleſs, peice of 
nagement, which can anſwer no good End. It an- 
ſwers not the deſign of Common Prayer : And it 
ſuppoſes the people to be little more than Spectators 
ot what the Prieſt is doing. They may indeed im- 
ploy their time in their ſeparate private Devotions, 
whilſt the Prieſt is ſaying Maſs, or offering what is 
called the Sacrifice. But when they are called upon 
to pray, to make Reſponſes, or Leſſons are read, to 
what Eud is this, if they do not underſtand what 
is ſaid ? 

XIV. Curſed is He that believes that the Pope can 
give to any upon any account whatſoever, Diſpen/ation 
to Lie, or ſwear faſly ; or that it is lawful for any at 
the laſt hour to proteſt himſelf innocent in caſe. be be 
guilty. R. Amen. 

How far, and to what particular Caſes the Pope's 

diſpenſi ing Power may extend, or He himſelf may ap- 
ply it, may be hard to ſay. It is certain, that applica- 
tion has been made to him to grant Diſpenſation to mar- 


oy" Wane degrees prohibited by the Levitical Law, 
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and he has claimed this Power. Now if he may dit. 


ſe with One Law of God, He may with equal 
ight diſpenſe with Another. He has difpenſed with 


Oaths, nay ab/olved from Oaths ; and it is an allowed 


fact, that he has frequently put this in Execution. 
And this Power has never been taken away, or given 
up, that I have heard. But whilſt Subjects may be 
abſolved from their Oaths to their Princes by pleni- 
tude of the Papal Power, by the ſame plenitude, 
they may be diſpenſed with to lie, and wear falſſy. 
What Security is there that this may not be the caſe ? 
For it is equally eaſy to grant a Diſper/ation to Sin 
for the future, and to abſolve for Sin that is paſt : And 
the ſame Power that can do the one, can do the other. 
Now that the Pope has done the One is not diſputed, 
v. Note on p. 25. Therefore he may or can do the 
other, 2 . |; | f 

It is added, <* Curſed ij He that believes it law- 
4 ful for. any, at the laſt bour, 10 proteſt himſelf in- 
« nbcettt in caſe he be guilcy*',—Ay, or at any hour. 
But ſuppoſe a man to be abſolved by a judicial Act 
of Prieſtly Abſolution from Guzli 3 can he then be 
deemed. Guilty? If he be cleared @ Culpa et reatn, 


from Fault and Guiil, why may he not proteſt him- 
ſelf innocent? It is true he cannot do this, if be be 


guilty; i. e. if he thinks himſelf not free from Guilt : 
But where the Judge has in form pronounced a man 
innocent, and declared all Guilt to be removed, the 
offender has a right to proteſt himſelf innocent, and 


he may be weak enough to believe himſelf to be fo. 


XV. Curſed is he that encourages Sins, or teaches 
men 10 defer the Amendment of their Lives on preſump- 
tion of a Death Bed Repentance. R. Amen. 

The Point which ſhould be made good by Papiſts 
is, That their Sacraments of Abſolution and Extreme 
Uuction do not naturally tend to encourage Sins, and 
lead men to defer 1 on preſumption of their 

alh-bed, Abjolution „ in 
or m, ; 
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form, as from (a) the Miniſters of God, and a ſup- 
poſed Power (5) in every _ to free - every one 
from all kind of Sin, when Danger of Death appears, 
cannot but be an Encouragement to defer Amendment 
till che laſt hour, * 
When Extreme Un#ion is made a Sacrament, -and- 
is to be adminiſtred on the Death Bed, and it is de- 
clared to be for theſe Uſes (c), that it gives Grace, which 
remits Sins, and particularly the lighter ones, commonly 
called, venial; that it frees the Soul from that weakneſs 
and languor which it has contratted from Sin, and from 
the remains of Sin; that it adminiſters Foy and Com- 
fort to the Souls of the Faithful ; and ſupplies them 
with Arms and Strength to reſiſt the Devil, and to break 
bis force; — When Extreme Unction has all theſe good 
Effects, muſt it not naturally encourage men to go on 
in vice, and to defer Amendment, when they have ſo 
ood a Sheet Anchor at laſt? It is not knowing 
ankind, not to ſee this natural effect. So that 
though He is pronounced accurſed, who entourages, 
i. e. exhorts to, adviſes, or promotes deſignedly 
any Sin, or that teaches to defer Amendment of 
Lite on preſumption of a Death Bed Repentance, 
et if the ordering and general conduct of things is 
ch as tends naturally to this effect, This may be 
charged with Encouraging, what the natural Reſult of 
it is; and the Debate will be only about the propriet 
of the word, Encourage, which fignifies not anly 


la) Vere tanquam Dei miniſtri abſolvunt. Cat. ad Par, de Peni- 
tent. Sacrament, 4. 21 7 

(6) Si mortis periculum imminet —— Concilium Tridentinum 
docet ut unicuique Sacerdoti liceret, ---amni-peccatorum genere 
cujuſeunque poteſtatis fit illa condonare, ibid. F. 72. 

(e) Hoc Sacramento gratiam tribui, quæ peceata, et imprimis 
quidem leviora, et ut communi- nomine appellantur, Venialia 
remittit. — Animam a languore et infirmitate quam ex peccatis 
contraxit, et a cæteris omnibus peccati reliquiis liberat. — Ut 
Fidelium —animus pio et ſancto Gaudio repleatur — Efficit.— Fi- 
delibus arma, et vires hoc Sacramento ſubminiſtantur quibus ad- 
verſarii vim et impetum frangere, et illi fortiter repugnare poſſint. 
ibid. De Extre. Uncti. Sacram F. 28. . 
wh E 2 acfivs 


ative exciting, but not obſtructing when you ſee the il! 
effet of an Action. | 

XVI. Curſed is be that teaches men that they may be 
lawfully drunk n @ Friday, or on any other Faſting- 
day, though they muſt not taſte the leaſt bit of Fleſh. 
R. Amen. we 

As I never heard of any body that pretended: to 
teach Men that they may be LawxuLLy drunk on any 
Day, I logk upon this Curſe. as a mere ſally of Zeal : 
it is enough to remark, that the eating any Fleſh is 
forbidden abſolutely by the Church; the drinking 
wine is not ſo, upon their Faſting-days. The 
Thing I would recommend to the. confideration of 
all Papiſts is, their departure from Scripture, - Why 
do they command Abſtinence from Heſb, on ſo man 
days in every week ? Why abſtain from Meats, which 
God hath ordained to be received by all with thank/- 
giving ? Why is ſuch a Faſt enjoined, as may be ay 
with drinking of Vine, and other, even ſtronger li- 

] do not charge them with allowing Exceſſes 
in Liquors, but with enjoining ſo many faſt and 
meagre days, on @ ſpiritual, not medicinal, Account 
and this, without Authority from Chriſt or his A+ 
poltles, nay in direct compliance with that mark that 
- 3 as a ſign of an Apoſtacy from the 

XVII. Curſed is he who places Religion in nothing 
but a pompous ſhew, conſiſting onLY in ceremonies, 

and which teaches not the people to ſerve God in Spirit 
end in Truth, . 

Here again is a fad Inftance of Chicane. No body, I 
believe, charges the Papiſts with placing Religion in 
nothing but pompous Show : But They are charged 
with cumbering Religion with numerous Rites and 
Ceremonies, with Proceſſions, Pilgrimages, and all 
the Evils ariſing from ſuch ſorts of Follies. The 
Doctrines and Practices of the Goſpel are plain, ſim- 
ple, eaſy Things; which yet have been ſo loaded, 
fo overburdened with Ceremonies, that an A 2 
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of Chriſt, were he to ariſe and be brought to the 
Baptiſm of any Perſon, would not be able to ſay 
what they were about, Let us ſuppoſe the Water 
conſecrated, the Perſon ſtanding at the Church-doors, 
forbid to enter into the Church, and there. catechized, 
Then Exorciſm is uſed to expel the Devil : The 


Prieſt blows three times upon the Face of the Perſon. 


that is to be baptized ; then the ſign of the Croſs is 
made on His Forehead, and Breaſt, Eyes, Shoulders, 
and Ears; then ſome Salt is put into his Mouth. 
By this time, after ſeveral Prayers are faid, the Ca- 
techumen is admitted into the Church, and then 
comes a ſecond Exorciſm ; and then aſter Renoun- 
cing Satan, he is anointed upon the Breaſt and be- 
tween the Shoulders with Holy Oil : Then the Per- 
ſon repeating, or profeſſing his Faith, is baptized. 
After this he is anomted on the Top of his Head 
with Chriſm, the Prieft then puts a white Linnen 
Cloth, called the Chryſom, on his Head, and a lighted 
Candle into his Hand. I had forgot almoſt to men- 
tion, that ſome Spittle is applied to his Noſtrils and 
Ears, before he comes to the Font. So many Cere- 
monies are to be obſerved at Baptiſm; and ſo many 
Croſſings, Bowings, Movements in their Maſs, that 
it is hardly poſſible for one not in practice, to men- 
tion them all. I will not therefore ſay that they place 
Religion in nothing but pompous Show ; but they uſe 
ſo much pompous Show in Religion, that it looks no- 
thing like ſerving God in Spirit and in Truth : It 
looks like a Thing conſiſting only in Ceremonies, and 
fitter to amuſe than to inſtruct the People in the 
Knowledge of God and his Will. It is ſhamefull 
Holy Trifling; and under the pretence of ſignificant 
Signs eating up the Vitals of true Religion, 

VIII. Curſed is he who loves or promotes Cruelty 
that teaches People to be bloody-minded, and to lay 
aſide the Meekneſs of Feſus Chriſt, R. Amen. 

It is right to diſclaim Cruelty and Bloody-minded- 
neſs : But if the People are taught, that Heretics = 
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be killed; if Heretics may be delivered over to the 
Secular Arm, and be burnt; and all are Heretics 
who oppoſe the Rights and Privileges of the Roman 
Church; if they are repreſented ſo odious to God and 
Man, that they may be juſtly deftroyed ; If their 
Deſerving the Flames be ſo inculcated, that the People 
who are Spectators at an Auto de Fe ſhall look on the 


Perſons condemned by the Holy Inquiſition, and fee 
them carried to the Flames without Emotion, nay with 


Joy, as if they were Murderers or Robbers juſtly con- 


 dernned and deſerving the Fate they met with—This 
z to 
minded. When People are taught to look upon He- 


omote Cruelty, and teaching People to be bloody- 


retics as Criminals deſerving and juſtly meeting with 
the Tortures of the Inguiſilion, they are taught to lay 
afide the Meekneſs of Jeſus Chrift, and to love Cruelty. 
XIX. Curſed is be who teaches it Jawful to do any 
wicked thing, tho" it be for the Intereſt and Good of 
Mother- Church; or that any Evil Aion may be done 
that Good may come 57 = | 
What think you of the Lawfulzeſs of deftroying, 
rooting out, Heretics by Fire, Impriſonments for 
Life, and ſuch like Inhumanities ? Did the Romiſb 
Church ever deem it lawful to keep Faith with ſuch, 
when it could eaſily avoid it? Did not your Church 
give ſafe Conduct to Ferom of Prague, and yet con- 
. 240% him, and get him burnt ? They denied indeed 
the Validity of the Emperor's ſafe Conduct to Jabn 
Huſs, and becauſe the Council did not grant it, it was 
deem'd void. But the Council gave it to Ferom of 
Prague, and yet becauſe He made a RetraQtation, 
and repented of his Retractation, they found him 
guilty, and delivered him over to the Flames. Is ir 
not deem'd for the Intereſt and Good of Mother-Church 
to preſerve its Authority ? No doubt, Now do not 
Papiſts, at all times, in all places, endeayour to keep 
up this Authority ? In conſequence of this. Did they 
not ever oppoſe a real true Reformation? How ott 
is it own'd by that judicious and honeſt Writer, Fa- 
| ther 
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ther Paul, that the Reformation of the known Abuſes 
of Mother Church were obſtructed by the Popes ? 
Look into the Firſt Book of his Council of Trent, 
and ſee the Arts, the Tricks, the Contrivances of Popes 
to prevent any Good, for fear it ſhould be detrimen- 
tal to the Intereſt of the Church. And if, with | 
and Induſtry to prevent Good be doing a wicked 
Thing,. the Church of Rome, for its own Intereſt, 
has done much Evil; and its Members that have 
concurred with ſuch Evil Schemes, have done it for 
* the Good of Mother-Church.” WEE 
XX. Curſed are we, if amongſt all thoſe wicked 
Principles and damnable Doctrines commonly laid at our 
doors, every one of them be the Faith of our Church; 
and curſed are we, if we do not as beartily deteſt all 
| thoſe helliſh Practices as they that ſo vebemently urge 
them againſt us. R. Amen. 
I have mentioned above, what are the particular 
Tenets which the Papiſts are charged with; and 
which this Author has not endeavoured to vindicate 
them from. He may pronounce theſe Curſes, and 
yet be guilty of Idolatry, falſe Worſhip, Prayers to 
Saints and Angels, truſt to Prieſtly Abſolutions, and 
indeed offend againſt ſome Precepts of the Goſpel, 
or maintain ſome very unjuſtifiable Practices which 
he may ſeem to condemn, tho? he really deſigns to 
abett them. When therefore He adds 
XXI. Curſed are we, if in anſwering, and ſaying 
Amen to any of theſe Curſes, we uſe any Equivoca- 
tion, or mental Reſervations 3 or do not afſent io 
them in the common and obvious Senſe of the Werds, 
R. Amen. v4) J 
When, I fay, this is added, I cannot but reply— - 
you may lay Amen to theſe Curſes without any Equi- 
vocation or mental Reſervation; and you may aſſent 
to them in the obvious Senſe of the Words, and yet 
you may be guilty of great Equivocation in framing 
theſe Curſes, and you may deſign to deceive the 
Ignorant by them. You may ſay very well and very 


truly, 
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ä Ce), 
truly, Curſed is he that believes the Virgin Mary 10 be | 
more than à Creature, or that truſts in ber as much 
as in God j and yet you may believe in her, worſhip . 
her, honour her, and pray to her. You may curſe 
them that believe that Prieſts can forgive Sin, beben 
a' Sinner repents or not: And yet you may maintain 
that Prieſts act Judicially in forgiving! Sins, You 

may curſe him that worſhips a Breaden God, that is, 
believes a Wafer to be God: and yet let Conſecration 
be added to the Wafer, and then you may think it 
lawful to worſhip what your Adverſaries ſtill ſee to 

be Bread, tho? you think it God. The Fault there- 
fore lies in the froming theſe Curſes; in ſo wording 
them that ignorant People may be deceived Þ in con- 
cealing the Truth of What your Doctrines are, at. 
the ſame time that you make Converts to your 
Church, and miſperſuade People, and cover that 
which you dare not openly vox. 
We have a remarkable Inſtance of this, in the laſt 
Sentence of this Vindication f the Roman Catholics. 
„Sweet Feſus, bleſs our Sovereign.” Is there no 
vacation here? Is all Mental Reſervation accurſed ? 
In the beginning of the Book, every Member of 
theſe Kino, was deſired to employ his beſt Endea- 
wours to bave the Roman Catholicks enjoy the Pro- 
tection of good Subjects: and yet at the End, this 
Chriſtian, could go no further in his Prayers, 
than only to beg a Bleſſing on our Sovereign. At a 

Time when an Invaſion. was intended by the Preten- 
der, and he was juſt ready to embark, was not this 
Good Subjeft able to get one Word further? Could he 
not have ſaid, Bleſs our Sovereign Gzor OE? But 

Papiſts; as Papiſts, never were, never will be, can- 

not be, good Subjects to a Proteſtant Prince in this 

Kingdom, and therefore never ought to have the 
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